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SQP Co-operative Update  
 

Firstly, compliments of the season to you all and I hope that 

your respective harvests are going well. For our Northern 

members I trust your harvest have ended well and met your 

expectations.  

 

For me it is certainly great to see some dry harvest 

conditions to finish the season well and reports to date have 

shown sound Canola yields across the Western District and 

early reports of Barley and Wheat are also revealing good 

yield and quality.  

 

In this Newsletter you will find updates across the various 

business streams that your coop is involved in, and as I 

reflect on my three years of involvement with SQP Coop it 

is pleasing that these business streams seem to be going from 

strength to strength. In turn, it is great to see that businesses 

predominantly owned by farmers and run wholly and solely 

for farmers can be successful in the modern marketplace.  

 

Board Changes  

 

At the last AGM both Dug Laidlaw and James Leishman  

retired from the board of the Coop. Both have given 

dedicated service in the pursuit of growing the business. For 

the past three years Dug has been Chairman of the Coop 

and James Chairman of the Risk and Audit Committee. I 

would like to thank them both for their efforts in supporting 

me and representing the shareholders.  

 

At this stage there has only been one replacement appointed 

to the board, so it is an opportune time to welcome Doug 

McDougall onto the Board of the Coop. 

 

Given these retirements Adam Walton, from Rokewood, has 

been elected as Chairman of the Coop and Rachel Hinkley 

has taken over as Chair of the Risk and Audit Committee.    

 

Returns to shareholders  

 

We are about to issue the approved returns to shareholders 

from the 2010/11 FY these amount to a trading rebate of 

$1.80/mt for grain sold through SQP Pty Ltd Pools and $8/mt 

for fertiliser purchased through the Coop. This is a fantastic 

outcome and is only made possible through the membersõ 

support of the business. In addition, all members need to 

remain aware that our ability to price inputs is only possible 

through the volume purchased by members. Without this 

volume SQP Coop will not be able to price in the market 

and this would undoubtedly lead to rising prices. Please 

consider this next time youõre making your purchase 

decision. 

 

Examples of this include: fertiliser outside of our area of 

SQP Storage:  

 

A lot of my focus throughout 2011 has been the approval, 

final design, build and opening of the Werneth Grain Storage 

Site. This site is an ABA affiliate site and will trade as ABA 

Werneth. This business setup allows the site to have access 

to all the expertise, quality controls and systems that ABA 

have, whilst at the same time allowing the shareholders of the 

venture to control the sites growth and implementation of its 

business plan.  

 

The venture has been a challenging one for SQP and is no 

doubt the biggest and most important venture we have 

undertaken since the establishment of the grain trading JV 

back in 2007.  

 

I am pleased to say that the site has been built on time and 

slightly under budget. The site took its first official receival on 

10th Dec 11, a load of malt barley.  

 

 
 

 
 

 



SQP Member Focus & New Boa rd 

Member Doug Mcdougall  
 

 

 
 

 

Location : Tatyoon 
 

Farming Operation:  
 

Wheat, Oats, Barley, Canola, Wool and Lambs 
  

Reason for Joining SQP Co -op?  
 

I joined the co-op in 2001 when it was first established. 

Then, as now, I thought that a better and 

more innovative option was needed to help in the 

marketing of grain in the Western District. The co-op 

impressed me with their ability to communicate with 

members and understand their businesses, and in more 

recent times offer alternatives that have become 

industry leading in the marketing of grain. With the 

diversification into fertiliser, agrichemicals, grain variety 

research and storage the co-op is ideally positioned to 

provide increasing value to members in the future. The 

performance of Revenue and Westminster is looking 

good with other new varieties to come. 
  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Greatest challenge this year?   
  
Our greatest challenges have been wet weather, slugs 

and mice. After last summerõs deluge, crop weed 

control has also been an issue. A normal season next 

year would be good, if such a thing exists. 

  

 One thing you would change in agriculture?  
  
Prices! This seems to be the issue on many peopleõs 

minds. Given that the demand for grain is still 

growing the long term outlook appears to be good, but 

we obviously have to endure some shorter term 

volatility. Global factors affecting global markets are the 

unknown at present especially in the European 

Community.  Looking forward, there will need to be 

great innovation in both grain production and grain 

varieties, and I believe that co-op members will be well 

positioned to benefit from both. 
 

What would you like to see next from the 

Co-op?  
  
One of the co-op's greatest strengths is its close 

relationship with its members.  I would like to see the 

co-op maintain its contact with members and actively 

seek areas where they can provide market and other 

intelligence, as well as services, to benefit members. The 

storage site at Werneth is a welcome addition and an 

example of this. The co-op should also continue to 

promote its many benefits to members and potential 

members alike to ensure stability, growth and a healthy 

future. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

beyondblue launches a Menôs Shed (bigger than Jeffôs Shed*) ï ONLINE  

 
ñEvery man needs a shed, but not everyone has one, so weôre building Australiaôs biggest shed and itôs online 

ï the more men, the bigger the shed!ò beyondblue Chairman, The Hon. Jeff Kennett AC 

 
The Shed Online is a new website that aims to replicate in the online space, all the positive things men get 
from being in their own sheds or in a community Menôs Shed. 
 
Chairman of beyondblue: the national depression initiative, The Hon. Jeff Kennett AC, says the inspiration 
for The Shed Online comes from the 400 Menôs Sheds which are thriving Australia-wide. 
 
ñIn those sheds, in towns across the country, men can get together, work on projects shoulder to shoulder, 
learn new skills and if they feel comfortable, they can talk to one another about light-hearted or more 
serious issues,ò Mr Kennett says. 
 
ñMy shed is very important to me because Iôm a keen gardener and Iôm a very, very amateur carpenter. Itôs 
where I house my tools and my paints, bits and pieces which I need to work in the garden.ò Mr Kennett says 
The Shed Online aims to give men who donôt have a local Menôs Shed the opportunity to be part of a 
community, to socialise, make new friends and maybe, work on a project together. 
 
ñThe Shed Online will tick all those boxes, but instead of it happening in a real shed, it will happen in a 
virtual shed, over the internet,ò he says. Patron of the Australian Menôs Shed Association and Australiaôs 
ñFirst Blokeò, Tim Mathieson, encourages all men to get involved in The Shed Online. 
 
ñWhen I want to escape my house, I go to my shed. My shedôs a temple and itôs great for my mental health,ò 
Mr Mathieson says. ñThe Shed Online will reach many more men, especially those in rural and remote 
areas. ñEven if youôre a bit shy at first, youôll be able to chat to mates, get information about a whole range 
of topics including health, learn about DIY projects and hopefully, eventually, youôll feel like you belong to 
this community or clubé and it doesnôt matter where you live.ò  
 
The Shed Online is a joint project of beyondblue and the Australian Menôs Shed Association (AMSA), and is 
funded by The Movember Foundation.  
 
 
Mr Kennett says beyondblue has been working with AMSA for several years to deliver information about 
depression to men. 
ñWe know that being isolated and feeling lonely may contribute to depression and that untreated depression 
is a risk factor for suicide, especially in men,ò he says.  
 
ñWe also know that men are reluctant to seek help for both physical and mental health problems. In The 
Shed Online, thereôll be easy-to-access health information that men otherwise may not come across.ò  
 
Joining up and joining in is easy and itôs FREE ï simply visit www.theshedonline.org.au and register to 
become a member, and then you can take part in the discussion forums. 
 
Mr Kennett: ñEvery man needs a shed, but not everyone has one, so weôre building Australiaôs biggest shed 
and itôs online ï the more men, the bigger the shed!ò 
 
Join up and join at www.theshedonline.org.au.   

 
 
 

http://www.theshedonline.org.au/
http://www.theshedonline.org.au/


 

 
Fertiliser Update 

 
DAP  

 

The current estimated RRP for MAP based on $600/mt US ex Tampa and an exchange rate of $1.02US sits around 

the high $700õs. As you will note the global fertiliser markets have remained flat in October. However global 

benchmark fertiliser prices sit well above a year ago, with Urea currently sitting 39% higher and DAP 10% firmer. 

Looking forward, demand in key markets has slowed as buyers seasonally reduce purchases which depending on 

demand could lead to a supply shortage in early 2012. Therefore fertiliser prices have likely reached peaks in the 

current cycle; but tight fundamentals should underpin fertiliser prices through December depending on the outcomes 

of the financial crisis in Europe.  

 

Urea  

 

As you will note below the Urea price ex Middle East has been declining recently and given Urea has been recently 

priced by fertiliser suppliers at the price peak our recommendation is to hold off from ordering at this stage.  
 

Current Offer:  

 
Product:       MAP / DAP 
 
Zinc:            can add zinc @ $15 per 1% per tonne 
 
Price:           $752mt+ GST    
 
Payment:     30 days EOM after collection or in full by 30

th
 March 2012   

 
Collection:    From Jan to be complete by 30th June 2012 
 

 

$USD/mt Current Last Month Last Year Expected RRP ($AUD) 

Urea (Middle East) FOB 425 465 350 IƛƎƘ рллΩ{ 

DAP (US Gulf) 600 630 575 Mid - IƛƎƘ тллΩǎ 
 

Source: Fertiliser Week/Bloomberg/Rabobank 

 

 
 

SQP can arrange for fungicides to be applied at specific sites 

SQP can custom blend and add selected trace elements at specific sites  

Disclaimer- Fertiliser analysis may change without notice 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Southern Quality Produce Co-operative Fertiliser Product List 
 

   

   
   

   

   
  N% P% K% S% Zn% Cu% 

 
N% P% K% S% Zn% Cu% 

DAP Based Blends  Urea & Nitrogen Blends  

                                                                                        

DAP                                                     18.00 20.00   2.00 0.00 0.00 UREA                                                  46.00           

DAPZ1                                              17.49 19.43   2.43 1.00 0.00 UAN 42.50           

DAPZ2                                             16.97 18.86   2.86 2.00   S.O.A  20.00     24.00     

DAPZ3                                                6.46 18.29   3.28 2.99   AmSul  21.00     24.00     

DAPS10                                         16.20 18.00   10.80     Sulphur N  29:17  28.50     16.80     

DAPS20                                            14.22 15.80   20.48     Sulphur N   34:12  33.50     12.00     

DAPS10Z1                                       15.69 17.43   11.23 1.00   Sulphur N  36:10  36.00     9.60     

10ZD                                                 17.45 16.98   5.03 1.50   Sulphur N 41:9  41.40     9.00     

17:13:0:7Z2                                      17.52 13.40   8.86 2.00                 

18:10:0:15                                       18.20 10.00   15.64     Legume & Pulse Blends  

18:14:0:7Z1                                        17.97 14.63   7.71 1.00                 

19:13 PA                                             18.70 13.00   9.70     LEGSPECIAL                                      4.50 13.77   6.73     

19:13C.5                                           18.33 12.74   9.51   0.49 LEGUMESPECIAL 1                            4.00 13.02   7.20     

19:13Z1                                              18.18 11.79   10.05 1.00   LEGUMESPECIAL2                              3.06 13.35   7.70 2.00   

19:13Z1C.5                                       17.79 11.37   9.65 1.00 0.49               

19:13Z2                                              17.65 12.10   15.61 2.00   Pasture Fertilisers  

24:16:00 23.60 16.00   1.60                   

28:13:00 27.80 13.00   1.30     SSP (SINGLE)                              0.00 8.80   11.00     

28:13Z1                                           27.05 12.60   1.74 1.00   Muriate of Potash     50.00       

29:10:0:3                                           29.40 10.00   3.40     Sulphate of Potash      41.00 18.00     

32:10:00 32.00 10.00   1.00     HAYBOOSTER  11.62 4.62 23.50 5.12     

32:10Z.5                                          31.62 9.80   1.22 0.50   HAYFAST 9.80 6.00 24.00 5.88     

32:10Z1                                            31.11 9.70   1.45 1.00   FODDERBOOSTER  9.22 7.70 19.50 6.29     

HAYFAST                                           9.80 6.00 24.00 5.88     Top Lucerne                              6.00 13.20 15.00 7.82 1.00   

              Top Pasture                                     9.00 19.80   10.35     

MAP Based Blends    SuperPasturePlus                                8.00 18.66   9.72     

                             SuperPotashS2:1CU1Z1                   0.00 5.47 12.71 12.90 1.00 0.98 

MAP                                             10.00 22.00   1.50     SuperPotash4:1C1Z1                             0.00 6.53 7.79 12.06 1.00 0.98 

MAPZ1                                              9.72 21.37   1.94 1.00   SSMOLY.025                                     0.00 8.80   11.00     

MAPZ2                                                 9.43 20.75   2.38 2.00   GSSPZ.5                                         0.00 8.67   11.09 0.50   

MAPC.5                                             9.80 21.56   1.47   0.49 GSSPZ1                                             0.00 8.55   11.17 1.00   

MAPS10                                           9.00 19.80   10.35     GSSPZ1.5                                          0.00 8.42   11.26 1.50   

MAPS20                                            7.90 17.38   20.08     GSSPZ2                                            0.00 8.30   11.34 2.00   

MAPS10Z1                                    8.67 19.07   10.13 1.00   SuperPotash 1:1                                 0.00 4.40 25.00 5.50     

10ZM                                              10.57 18.85   4.42 1.51   SuperPotash 2:1                                  0.00 5.90 16.50 7.37     

10:19:0:4Z1                                  10.78 19.03   4.34 1.00   SuperPotash 3:1                                0.00 6.60 12.50 8.25     

15:13 14.40 12.32   11.40     SuperPotash 4:1                                 0.00 7.04 10.00 8.80     

22:16 20.80 15.40   1.05     SuperPotash 5:1                             0.00 7.33 8.33 9.17     

27:10:0:5Z1                                        26.49 9.71   5.65 1.00                 

27:12:00 27.28 11.44   0.78     BioAgPhos                                      0.00 13.00   1.00   
 35% 

Ca 

29:10:0:1                                           29.08 10.34   0.71     Ractive Rock Phosphate                         0.00 13.00 1.00     
35% 

Ca 

29:12Z1                                           27.35 10.59   1.21 1.00   BioAg Superb                                   0.00 9.00   6.00   
 31% 

Ca 

32:09:0:0                                             31.60 8.80   0.60     BioAgPhos S10                              0.00 12.00   10.00   
31% 

Ca 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AgChem Update  
 

 
As you will be aware chemical prices have been trending up for some time now with further price rises expected in 

the Trifluralin market. Brazil has recently emerged as a new demand source for Trifluralin where as in the past 

demand has predominantly been from Australia only. The Chinese Trifluralin manufacturing plants have been 

experiencing difficulty in expanding current capacity to cater for new markets which are developing. Meanwhile, 

demand in Australia (the only significant global market remaining for Trifluralin) is forecast to increase. The forecast 

imbalance between supply and demand will inevitably result in increased prices and there are widespread rumours 

about the level the price may reach by next April. Worse still, supplies of this vital product may be exhausted before 

next April. 

 

If you are interested in purchasing / pricing chemical for 2012 from SQP Co-op we would encourage you to let us 

know your requirements so we can combine the volumes with other growers to achieve the best price outcome for 

all members. 
   

 

     

Product  Price  Size 

 

Glyphosate 470 $3,700 ex GST 1000/L 

Trifluralin 480 $6,500 ex GST 1000/L 

Glyphosate 450 $3,350 (ex GST) 1000/L 

Atrazine 900 $95 - $100 ex GST 15kg  

Simazine 900 $95 - $100 ex GST 15kg  
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agri -risk Crop Insurance  

 

YieldShield (Wheat)  
 

Benefits of AgriRisk YIELDSHIELD Wheat 

Insurance Program:  

 

- Water Stress Cover: Designed to assist growers 

manage yield loss due to Water Stress which can 

occur due to insufficient or excessive rainfall. 

- Fire and Hail Cover: Designed to be incorporated 

with Water Stress Cover giving growers a 

significant premium saving by combining both 

policies.  

- Modeled Economic Total Loss which kicks in at 

65% - if the model says there is a 65% loss, then 

the insurance policy assumes it is not worth 

harvesting and the claim is 100% loss minus 

excess.  

- This 65% threshold can be lowered for an extra 

premium, and the excess used can also be played 

with so it works on a Reducing basis. 

- Shire based simulated yield models. 

- Insurance expertise provided by AgriRisk 

 

Post Harvest Insurance  
 

This Broadacre Crop Post Harvest Declaration Policy 

allows you to insure all, or part of your cereal crop 

revenue from emergence. It is designed to reimburse 

you for any loss of revenue due to a yield loss which 

was a direct consequence of fire or hail damage to your 

insured crop. The policy automatically provides cover 

for: 

Å Loss of yield caused by Straying Livestock or Chemical 

Overspray 

Å Loss or damage to Harvested Grain in storage 

Å Accidental loss or damage to Harvested Grain while in 

Transit 

Å Replant Subsidy 

Å Fire Mitigation Expenses 

 

Post Harvest Insurance Competition  
 

Congratulations to Jeff Laidlaw on winning the recent   

I-pad 2 competition. 

 
 

  

Insurance  

 

  WFI and SQP Co -operative Alliance  
 

SQP will be providing members with $200 when you 

change to the SQP/WFI alliance. Weõd encourage all 

members who insure with WFI to look at changing 

across to the Co-op Alliance. Only by doing this will a 

share of your premium come across to the Co-op, 

and can then be used to benefit you.  

 

This is a great way to support the Co-op and 

guarantee that a share of your premium is being used 

directly to service your needs. It is literally something 

for nothing. 

 

If you are already insured with WFI then all you need 

to do is instruct WFI in writing that you want to 

change over or if your WFI agent is visiting then 

request to sign the relevant paperwork requesting the 

transfer. Also, if you let the staff in the SQP office 

know then we can ensure this takes place on your 

behalf.  

 

To arrange a free quote please call one of the 

WFI offices:  

 

- 1300 934 934, or 

 

- Golden Plains Shire  

Adam Wray ð 0412 117 458 

  

- Ballarat  

Brett McKinnis ð 0409 331 749 

  

-  Ararat  

Graeme Bates ð 0428 501 342 

Sarah Anderson ð 0429 109 116 

  

- Horsham  

Lucretia Moroney ð 0417 578 526 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GrainSearch Update  

 

 
 

In 2011 GrainSearch have been through some exciting 

changes, with a renewed focus and is now focused on 

expanding its cutting edge varieties, along with 

improving quality parameters.  GrainSearch is excited 

to continue its alliances with several globally renowned 

breeding programs including AuzGrains Durum 

breeding, CSIRO Dual Purpose Wheats, Syngenta 

Barley Breeding & LongReach Plant Breeders. We have 

also recently re-newed our alliance with PGG 

Wrightson Grain who have provided an additional 40 

long season and spring season milling wheats from 

France which we are expecting to yield similar to 

Beaufort with the APW quality.  

 

 

Things to look out for in 201 2/13: 

 

 Malting quality winter barleys for high rainfall zone 

 Malting quality spring barleys  

 Expansion of Westminster Barley segregations 

 Long Season Milling Wheats for high rainfall zone 

 Beaufort feed wheat replacement with improved 

stem rust rating 

 GrainSearchõs 2011/12 Trial Booklet 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ACTA Partnership  

 
GrainSearch have been very fortunate to have recently 

signed a commercialisation agreement with ACTA who 

will allow GrainSearch to trial and evaluate 200 new 

milling wheats with rust resistance to new strains, which 

are yet to reach Australia. Included in these 200 wheats 

are 20 high quality durum wheats which will provide 

greater options to Australian growers. As part of the 

partnership GrainSearch will be provided with 200 wheat 

lines each year going forward which are suited to a 

diverse range of growing conditions in across Australia.  

 

Below: New Wheat varieties in Quarantine 
 

 
 

New Syngenta Domestic Barley �² SY Rattler  
 

GrainSearch will have available a limited amount of seed 

for our new barley variety SY Rattler, which has been 

trialed as SYN 937-5. SY Rattler is the first barley variety 

to be commercialised from the Syngenta ð GrainSearch 

barley breeding partnership, with Syngenta currently 

sitting as the worldõs largest barley breeder. SY Rattler 

will be released as a new Domestic Barley type to replace 

Schooner with Barrett Burston malting and Carlton 

United Breweries very keen purchase large volumes for 

the 2012/13 harvest. If you are interested in growing SY 

Rattler for malt during 2012 please contact the office to 

register your interest. SY Rattler will begin Barley 

Australia accreditation during 2012 with accreditation 

expected in 2014.  

 

Domestic Malt Barley  


