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SQP Co-operative Update  
 

It has been six months since our last newsletter and it is fair 

to say that plenty has happened in this time! 

 

The December Newsletter will update you on number of 

these areas as well as provide our latest pricing offers for a 

number of products.  

 

Personnel Changes  

 

Many of you would have spoken to Tim Cosgrave over the 

past year. Tim has just completed his first year with the Co-

op and is now well established in the role of Business 

Services Manager. Tim sets all of our fertiliser prices and 

input prices and is also heavily involved in the GrainSearch 

business.  

 

We have also recently employed Louise Curran to provide 

administrative assistance to the Co-op. She will also fill the 

role as Company Secretary. Louise has plenty of experience 

in the Grain Industry having been employed by Joe White 

Malting before taking time off to have a family.  

 

Finally, George Burdett has recently retired from the Board 

of SQP Co-op after being a director since inception. Iõd 

personally like to thank George for his time and input 

throughout my two years with SQP. George has been 

replaced by Rachel Hinkley; Rachel farms in the southern 

areas of our membership base, and you can find out some 

more about her in our Member Focus section of this 

newsletter.  

 

Returns to shareholders  

 

We has recently paid a 10% franked dividend to members 

along with a trading rebate of $1/mt for grain sold through 

SQP Pty Ltd and just under $6/mt for fertiliser purchased 

through the Co-op. This is a fantastic outcome and is only 

made possible through the membersõ support of the 

business. In addition, all members need to remain aware that 

our ability to price inputs is only possible through the 

volume purchased by members. Without this volume SQP 

Co-op will not be able to price in the market and this would 

undoubtedly lead to rising prices. Please consider this next 

time youõre making your purchase decision. 

 

Examples of this include: fertiliser outside of our area of 

influence has been $50-100/mt more expensive and more 

recently a large national retailer had Trifluralin480 selling for 

$6/L before SQP priced the same product well below this, 

consequently the price was changed to reflect our price.  

 

 

 

Beyond Blue/CPAP:  

 

The Board has recently decided to replace the Co-operative 

Professional and Personal Assistance Program with a service 

provided Beyond Blue, which has become increasingly 

popular with members and the general public. The CPAP was 

a fantastic initiative and used by members. Beyond Blue will 

continue this initiative and provide support to members if 

required. I would encourage you to replace you old CPAP 

fridge magnet with the new Beyond Blue magnets enclosed 

with the newsletter. I would also encourage you to read the 

article in the newsletter which has been provided by Beyond 

Blue. More information from Beyond Blue will be forwarded 

post harvest. 

 
Profarmer/Lachstock Report  

Due to feedback from a number of members about the new 

Profarmer Newsletter the board have decided to adopt the 

LachStock report, which will provide a more independent and 

local report to our members along with the latest up to date 

market analysis. The author of the new report is Lachie 

Stevens who has previously been a writer for the Profarmer 

Newsletter.  Lachie is from a family farming enterprise, has a 

bachelor of Agricultural Science from Melbourne University, a 

diploma in Risk Management from Monash University, and an 

advanced diploma in Applied Finance and Investment from the 

Securities Institute.  He has had over 9 years of experience in 

the grain industry, with 7 years employment at global 

commodity trading giant Louis Dreyfus where he was 

responsible for analysis, sorghum trading, canola trading, risk 

management and oilseeds management over. 

As part of this arrangement we will have input to the content 

of this report, something we never had with Profarmer. If 

youõd like to know about a grain topic then please contact the 

office and we can get it researched and put in the weekly 

report.  

The monthly special focus report is included with this 

newsletter.  

 

 



Insurance  
 

  WFI and SQP Co -operative  Alliance   

 

SQP will be providing members with a $200 gift voucher 

when they change to the SQP/WFI alliance. Weõd 

encourage all members who insure with WFI to look at 

changing across to the Co-op Alliance. Only by doing this 

will a share of your premium come across to the Co-op, 

and can then be used to benefit you.  

 

This is a great way to support the Co-op and guarantee that 

a share of your premium is being used directly to service 

your needs. It is literally something for nothing. 

 

If you are already insured with WFI then all you need to do 

is instruct WFI in writing that you want to change over or if 

your WFI agent is visiting then request to sign the relevant 

paperwork requesting the transfer. Also, if you let the staff 

in the SQP office know then we can ensure this takes place 

on your behalf.  

 

 

To arrange a free quote please call one of the WFI 

offices:  

 

- 1300 934 934, or 

 

- Golden Plains Shire  

Adam Wray ð 0412 117 458 

  

- Ballarat  

Brett McKinnis ð 0409 331 749 

  

-  Ararat  

Graeme Bates ð 0428 501 342 

Sarah Anderson ð 0429 109 116 

  

- Ho rsham  

Lucretia Moroney ð 0417 578 526 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SQP Member Focus & New Board Member  

Rachael Hinkley  
 

Location: Derrinallum  

 

Farming Operation: Raised beds ð Wheat, Barley, Canola, 

Pulses & Oaten Hay 

  
Reason for Joining SQP ?  

We joined in 2004 as we wanted better grain marketing 

options and saw the benefit in becoming members of a value- 

adding business. We thought there were real expansion 

opportunities for a grain marketer based in SW Victoria 

where cropping was starting to become a serious venture and 

not a sideline to traditional sheep and cattle production. We 

also found SQP PLõs advice to be sound and comprehensive. 

Over the years, the Co-op's prices have been competitive and 

products flexible. The fertiliser intelligence has been a real 

bonus. We really like the grain marketing services and 

information. The New Gen products are promising and we 

have been pleased with the Revenue Wheat performance. I 

have great expectations for Westminster next season.  

  

Greatest Challenge this year?   

Rainfall - far too much. The raised beds have been our saviour 

to date, but even they have struggled to cope with 756mm to 

end of November! 

 

One thin g you would change in agriculture?  

Of course I would like higher grain prices and more reliable 

weather, but I think this is wishful thinking. I do believe it is a 

good time to be in agriculture as world populations 

are increasing, arable areas available to farming are probably 

decreasing, and demand for staple produce like cereals will 

surely increase to feed the masses. I think there are also 

exciting advances in technology to make us become more and 

more profitable.  

 

What would you like to see next fro m the Co -op?  

We are really looking forward to the storage site at Werneth 

going ahead. From the Co-op, I would like to see the level of 

service to all members maintained in terms of 

communicating market intelligence, marketing options and 

tangible returns to members - share dividends and 

fertiliser/grain rebates.  

 

Thanks to Rachel for her time in answering these 

questions, we look forward to her input as a Board 

Member.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tackling depression together 
 

Depression isnõt just feeling sad or upset; it can be a serious illness that around one million adults live with 

each year in Australia. Of these, 300,000 live in rural areas. Depression is so common that it will affect one 

in six Australians at some time during their lifetime, leaving very few families untouched. 

 

Depression can affect any one of us and a range of factors can increase the risk of depression occurring. 

Events such as family conflict, divorce, the arrival of a new baby, financial problems, adverse environmental 

conditions, recent losses and disappointments, can affect peopleõs well-being and increase their risk of 

developing depression.  

 

Itõs important to note that stress is not depression. However, acute distress associated with tough times 

can occur and may be a risk factor for depression if it persists. 

 
Leonie Young, CEO of beyondblue: the national depression initiative, says: òPeople in rural communities in 

Australia are used to toughing it out and have always been extremely resilient. However, itõs these same 

qualities of self-sufficiency and resolve which can sometimes make country people ð particularly men ð less 

inclined to seek help for mental health problems like depression.ó 

 

If depression is not detected, it canõt be treated and then it has the potential to become serious and 

disabling. Untreated depression can be a risk factor for alcoholism and suicide, especially in men. 

òIt is important people know that depression is common and treatable,ó Ms Young says. òIn many cases, 

people donõt seek treatment because they donõt recognise the signs and symptoms of depression, they 

donõt know where to get help or theyõre too ashamed to talk about how they feel. Weõre not ashamed to 

seek help for asthma, diabetes or heart disease. People shouldnõt think that seeking help is a sign of 

weakness.ó  

There are many warning signs that people can look out for if they are worried about themselves, a family 

member, friend or colleague. 

Common signs and symptoms of depression include: 

 

 moodiness that is out of character 

 increased irritation and frustration 

 finding it hard to take minor personal criticisms 

 spending less time with family and friends 

 loss of interest in food, sex, exercise or other pleasurable activities 

 being awake throughout the night 

 increased alcohol and drug use 

 staying home from work and school 

 increased physical health problems such as fatigue or pain 

 slowing down of thoughts and actions. 

 

òIf anyone recognises these symptoms and theyõve lasted more than two weeks, it may indicate 

depression,ó Ms Young says. òA good first step is to talk to a doctor or other health professional. The 

sooner people seek help, the sooner they can be on the road to recovery. 

 

 

For more information about depression and anxiety, where to get help and available treatments 

visit www.beyondblue.org.au or call 1300 22 4636 (cost of a local call). 

http://www.beyondblue.org.au/


 

 
Fertiliser  Update  

 
DAP  

 

The international markets for DAP are still tight and supply pressures are expected in 2011 due to the US holding low 

inventories levels, Chinese export tax being introduced early and a delayed start up of a new fertiliser plant in Saudi Arabia. 

Currently the DAP price is sitting at $590 US FOB with MAP trading at a premium of between $5-10/mt. The majority of SQP 

Fertiliser sales made in the recent months have been based on fertiliser which is currently in the country.  
 

Urea  

 

Urea has increased significantly over the past two months. Reasons for this are attributed to the increased demand from India 

and other countries. It is also expected that an elevated cotton area in the next two years will maintain and increase demand for 

Urea and may lead to price spikes if shortages occur during the second half of 2011. Another key factor is China increasing its 

export tax earlier than in previous years to maintain lower farm input prices domestically.  

 

Currently SQP are pricing fertiliser through various providers and is always on the lookout for the best pricing deal for our 

members. We have included an updated product list in the newsletter and also have access to most liquid fertilisers. Please 

contact the office with any questions or different products that you are looking for a price on.  

 

Below is the current international pricing and expected sales price for fertiliser which is imported next year. The RRP is relevant 

for new fertilliser cargos which are being imported. We expect some other suppliers will be below this price if they have 

purchased stock earlier in the year. 

 

 

 

USD/mt Current Last Month Last Year Expected RRP (AUD) 

Urea (Middle East) FOB 385 380 268 540+ 

DAP (US Gulf) 590 575 325 800+ 
 

Source: Fertiliser Week/Bloomberg/Rabobank 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SQP can arrange for fungicides to be applied at specific sites 

SQP can custom blend and add selected trace elements at specific sites  

Disclaimer- Fertiliser anaysis may change without notice 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Southern Quality Produce Co-operative Fertiliser Product List 
 

   

   
   

   

   
  N% P% K% S% Zn% Cu% 

 
N% P% K% S% Zn% Cu% 

DAP Based Blends  Urea & Nitrogen Blends  

                                                                                        

DAP                                                     18.00 20.00   2.00 0.00 0.00 UREA                                                  46.00           

DAPZ1                                              17.49 19.43   2.43 1.00 0.00 UAN 42.50           

DAPZ2                                             16.97 18.86   2.86 2.00   S.O.A  20.00     24.00     

DAPZ3                                                6.46 18.29   3.28 2.99   AmSul  21.00     24.00     

DAPS10                                         16.20 18.00   10.80     Sulphur N  29:17  28.50     16.80     

DAPS20                                            14.22 15.80   20.48     Sulphur N   34:12  33.50     12.00     

DAPS10Z1                                       15.69 17.43   11.23 1.00   Sulphur N  36:10  36.00     9.60     

10ZD                                                 17.45 16.98   5.03 1.50   Sulphur N 41:9  41.40     9.00     

17:13:0:7Z2                                      17.52 13.40   8.86 2.00                 

18:10:0:15                                       18.20 10.00   15.64     Legume & Pulse Blends  

18:14:0:7Z1                                        17.97 14.63   7.71 1.00                 

19:13 PA                                             18.70 13.00   9.70     LEGSPECIAL                                      4.50 13.77   6.73     

19:13C.5                                           18.33 12.74   9.51   0.49 LEGUMESPECIAL 1                            4.00 13.02   7.20     

19:13Z1                                              18.18 11.79   10.05 1.00   LEGUMESPECIAL2                              3.06 13.35   7.70 2.00   

19:13Z1C.5                                       17.79 11.37   9.65 1.00 0.49               

19:13Z2                                              17.65 12.10   15.61 2.00   Pasture Fertilisers  

24:16:00 23.60 16.00   1.60                   

28:13:00 27.80 13.00   1.30     SSP (SINGLE)                              0.00 8.80   11.00     

28:13Z1                                           27.05 12.60   1.74 1.00   Muriate of Potash     50.00       

29:10:0:3                                           29.40 10.00   3.40     Sulphate of Potash      41.00 18.00     

32:10:00 32.00 10.00   1.00     HAYBOOSTER  11.62 4.62 23.50 5.12     

32:10Z.5                                          31.62 9.80   1.22 0.50   HAYFAST 9.80 6.00 24.00 5.88     

32:10Z1                                            31.11 9.70   1.45 1.00   FODDERBOOSTER  9.22 7.70 19.50 6.29     

HAYFAST                                           9.80 6.00 24.00 5.88     Top Lucerne                              6.00 13.20 15.00 7.82 1.00   

              Top Pasture                                     9.00 19.80   10.35     

MAP Based Blends    SuperPasturePlus                                8.00 18.66   9.72     

                             SuperPotashS2:1CU1Z1                   0.00 5.47 12.71 12.90 1.00 0.98 

MAP                                             10.00 22.00   1.50     SuperPotash4:1C1Z1                             0.00 6.53 7.79 12.06 1.00 0.98 

MAPZ1                                              9.72 21.37   1.94 1.00   SSMOLY.025                                     0.00 8.80   11.00     

MAPZ2                                                 9.43 20.75   2.38 2.00   GSSPZ.5                                         0.00 8.67   11.09 0.50   

MAPC.5                                             9.80 21.56   1.47   0.49 GSSPZ1                                             0.00 8.55   11.17 1.00   

MAPS10                                           9.00 19.80   10.35     GSSPZ1.5                                          0.00 8.42   11.26 1.50   

MAPS20                                            7.90 17.38   20.08     GSSPZ2                                            0.00 8.30   11.34 2.00   

MAPS10Z1                                    8.67 19.07   10.13 1.00   SuperPotash 1:1                                 0.00 4.40 25.00 5.50     

10ZM                                              10.57 18.85   4.42 1.51   SuperPotash 2:1                                  0.00 5.90 16.50 7.37     

10:19:0:4Z1                                  10.78 19.03   4.34 1.00   SuperPotash 3:1                                0.00 6.60 12.50 8.25     

15:13 14.40 12.32   11.40     SuperPotash 4:1                                 0.00 7.04 10.00 8.80     

22:16 20.80 15.40   1.05     SuperPotash 5:1                             0.00 7.33 8.33 9.17     

27:10:0:5Z1                                        26.49 9.71   5.65 1.00                 

27:12:00 27.28 11.44   0.78     BioAgPhos                                      0.00 13.00   1.00   
 35% 

Ca 

29:10:0:1                                           29.08 10.34   0.71     Ractive Rock Phosphate                         0.00 13.00 1.00     
35% 

Ca 

29:12Z1                                           27.35 10.59   1.21 1.00   BioAg Superb                                   0.00 9.00   6.00   
 31% 

Ca 

32:09:0:0                                             31.60 8.80   0.60     BioAgPhos S10                              0.00 12.00   10.00   
31% 

Ca 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Seed Update  
 

We have recently been able to set up an alliance with a local seed merchant, which will allow us to provide you with greater 

information on the availability of new varieties and current varieties. When you purchase through the co-operative you can be 

assured that any proceeds are being returned to the farmer by offering additional services or directly via rebates. We have 

included a price list on the next page and are also able source seed for additional varieties and pasture blends by request.  

 

Canola seed is expected to be in tight supply this season due to obvious reasons. An example of this is the supply of the new 

conventional dual purpose hybrid CB Taurus of which 500kg of seed left available to order for 2011. This variety is being 

imported from Germany as is ideally suited long season growing regions with greater than 600mm of rainfall. More information 

on varieties is provided in the next few pages.  

 

 
 

                                                                                                   

 

 SQP AgChem  

 

We have recently set up an arrangement with a member at 

Skipton who will be handling the storage and dispatch of our 

chemical orders.  We are able to quote on most products at 

the moment but are only offering prices on generic brands at 

this stage but are close to offering non-generic brands as well. 

All products are sourced from an Australian manufacture. 

 

Price which have been available on our last offer was as 

follows: 

Product  Price  Size 

Glyphosate 470 $3,550 ex GST 1000/L 

Trifluralin 480 $4,590 ex GST 1000/L 

Glyphosate 700 Granular $75 (incl GST) 10kg 

Atrazine 900 $95 - $100 ex GST 15kg  

Simazine 900 $95 - $100 ex GST 15kg  
 

If you are interested in pricing other products please call the 

office to discuss. 

Agri -risk Crop Insurance  

 
Post Harvest Insurance  

 

We have once again offered post harvest crop insurance with 

Agri-risk which has already proven beneficial for members 

with recent hail damage across certain districts in Victoria. 

 

YieldShield (Wheat)  

 

We will again offer YieldShield crop insurance during 2011 

which provides wheat growers with water stress cover which 

can occur due to insufficient or excessive rainfall as well as fire 

and hail insurance. 

 

If you have any queries about your claim please contact the 

Ballarat office on 53 314 943. 


